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(3) pathogenicity, with the demonstration of the " Straus "
reaction, and (4) appKcation of allergic tests. In the case of
closed lesions, where contamination is not present, the first three
methods can be readily applied, but if the material is grossly
contaminated some difficulty may be experienced.
The allergic test is similar to the tuberculin test in tuberculosis,
and it has been widely employed in veterinary practice. The
substance, mallein, is prepared in the same way as tuberculin,
and is usually injected subcutaneously ; if glanders is present,
definite signs of reaction (local, focal and general) are observed
in 10-24 hours.
Serological tests, agglutination and complement-fixation, have
also been employed, and it has been found that the most reliable
results are obtained by the complement-fixation test.
Prophylaxis and Therapy. The principal prophylactic measures
have been directed to the elimination of the disease in horses.
The various orders introduced in this country have been particu-
larly satisfactory. Attempts have been made to produce an active
immunity to glanders, but without much success.
Mallein has been employed in the therapy of both the human
and animal diseases, but in view of the spontaneous retrogressions
that are found in the chronic form the results have been difficult
to evaluate.
Pf. whitmori :  Melioidosis
Pf. whitmori is the setiological agent of a rare tropical disease,
melioidosis, which has been recognized only in Burma, Indo-
China, Ceylon and British Malaya. The disease runs an acute course
and appears to be of a septicaemic or pysemic nature ; purulent
foci are present in many organs. It is usually fatal in 3-4 weeks.
Epidemics have been reported in rodents, particularly guinea-pigs,
rats and rabbits. No evidence has been obtained of direct infec-
tion ; it* appears that the disease is primarily one of rodents,
from which infection passes to man who is relatively resistant.
Pf. whitmori behaves in many respects as Pf. mallei. It is
Gram-negative and bears some morphological resemblance to
Past, pestis, but it is motile in young cultures. It grows readily
on the ordinary laboratory media ; it gives a creamy growth,
which later deepens to chocolate, on potato, and does not form
indole, but liquefies gelatin. Acid, but not gas, is formed from
several carbohydrates, including lactose, glucose and mannite.
Pf. whitmori forms a homogeneous serological group, which
appears to be closely related to one of the Pf. mallei groups.